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Random Thoughts & Musings

Happy New Year all, in spite of this brutal
Florida winter! 2008 is history, and al-
though we could go on about the past
year, that is not this clubs style. We tend
to look forward. I'll say this about last year;
the two biggest "stories" would be the in-
crease in our membership/attendance, and
the success of our new meeting place.
With just a very few adjustments, we fit
right into our new home. 2009 is going to
be fun. Our IPMS charter has been paid,
and we're good to go. Hopefully, we'll be
handing out copies of our updated consti-
tution, to paid up members at our next

= Joe Caputo / President

meeting. Our latest ABC course should be
starting, on schedule, the week of Jan.19"
(update at our meeting). With the current
dip in the economy, it will be time to "circle
the wagons". I'm sure our two annual
"Swap n Sells" will become more popular,
as well as vendors at our regional contests.
Also, I've noticed a distinct trend to finish
up started kits and work from your stash
rather than buy new. Interesting! Add all
this to our "new" forum, and 2009 promises
to be exciting. | don't think you'll want to
miss a single meeting! Joe

A meeting missed is ‘memories missed’ - Geoff Warnock

Unfortunately, | had to miss the December meeting. My MUCH better half was
not feeling well and | elected to stay home. While | scored BIG points with the
‘missus’, we both missed a good meeting. | got an email from Tom (Vice-Prez)
that got me up to speed on the happenings. | want to publicly thank Tom for that
email because it meant more to me than just an ‘FYI’ - it reminded me of when |
received letters from home when | was deployed while in the Navy. | missed more
than a meeting, | missed some good memories. THIS is why | belong to this club
of guys and gals from all backgrounds of life and occupations. If you know most
of them, you may want to ask yourself “Why do you drive over 100 miles to asso-
ciate with them?” The reason is because they’re all good people. Here’s the email
| got from Tom. If you missed the meeting - you too missed some ‘memories’.
Merry Christmas ..We all missed you at the last meeting - especially your rapier wit!!!
Pastor Anthony Smith was in attendance with an assortment of armor, and Mark Box

brought cookies and drinks ... Mike Knowles won the Dollar model contest - his Samurai
had two heads - one on his shoulders, and one hanging from his right hand - gross! There
were 17 presents in the Auction, not a lot of swapping, but everyone had fun ... then they
stood in front of the Christmas tree for a group photo op with their spoils! About nine guys
did "show and tell"..Paul White had a 1/20 "ape" figure and a 1/4 "Elvira" figure.. actually
| was going "ape" over Elvira !l hahaha .... Anyway, after socializing until 7:25, the meet-
ing started, broke from 7:45 'til 8:10 for snacks and judging, jaw-jacking, etc. and ended
just before 9 p.m. Tony said hopefully the ABC will start up the week of Jan. 19 ... That's
all I know
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Life goes on - with the help of family (and models!) - Mark Box

(Editor’s note - | got this email from Mark and thought I'd put it in for us to see and do a couple of things:
1. Smile at Chris’s good fortune and family love and support
2. Count our blessings —-

Geoff, these are pics of my buddy Chris' model room / bedroom! Life threatening cancer put some
dents in this guys life for a couple of years, but God's love, modern medicine, the love of family,
friends, his dog........... and his heart for the hobby, has him back on his feet, working part time, do-
ing well, feeling well, working out, losing weight, and building models again. | thought the club
members may like to see what a palace Chris has created in his new 10'x12' home, at home, with
his loving parents in their mid 80's. - Mark
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What did | do? - Ed Bonthran

Over the years I've bought many models. | seldom buy anything that is overly expensive unless
my wife Jane is with me. She never says ‘No’ but | feel money taken from the household funds
should be a mutual decision. She has always supported my addiction and seldom complains.
One day about twenty years ago | was in a Woolworth'’s store and there on the bottom shelf was
a USAIRFIX Russian IL-28 for only five bucks. | had been looking for this model for quite some
time so | scarffed it up. The old AIRFIX model had been out of production for a while and even
though Jane was not with me | knew she would not object to me buying it and | knew that five
dollars would not be a problem. As soon as | got to the car I just had to open it and look at the
parts. This is something | have never grown out of. | still have to take a look as soon as possible.
| hurried home excitedly with my find, expecting Jane to be excited also. “You'll never guess what
| came with today, and at Woolworth'’s of all places.”

She came to the table as usual, waiting to see my prize. This has become a ritual over the
years, examining the goodies. | don'’t think she really understands all the reasons | buy particular
models but she always plays along. This day however, she was not overly impressed. In fact she
seemed a little upset. “l can’t believe you bought that.” “You know I've wanted this kit for a while
and it only cost five bucks.” With this she got that fire in her eyes which by now | knew meant |
was in trouble. “Are you mad?” | know it was a stupid question but | had to ask. “Don’t worry
about it.” Yep, she’s mad! | don’t mess with her when she’s mad so | retired to the model room
wondering what was wrong.

Later that evening | approached her again but she was still cool about me buying the model. Not
really mad but definitely cool. There were no money problems that week and | had just taken her
out for our anniversary so | knew that wasn't it. | decided it was “the better part of valor” to just let
it drop.

Fast forward two months to Christmas day. | opened my presents and there under the tree
was an original AIRFIX 1I-28. Now | got the story. “I had Don at the hobby shop find that because
| knew you really wanted it. Do you know how mad | was when you found one? And it cost me
twenty dollars because it was rare. | told him not to let you buy one because it was going to be a
Christmas present. | thought | finally got something you wanted without asking you first. It's so
hard to get you a model because | don’'t know what you have stashed away.” Well, there | was
behind the eight ball again. All is well that ends well, | guess. We had a great Christmas anyway.
| added a second canopy to the new IL-28 and all was forgiven; problem is, she will probably
never surprise me with that original MONOGRAM rocket set | want.

Ed

Editors Note: | can't tell you how wonderful it is that Ed submits these anecdotal (That means “Stories”
Mark) pieces to us. Personally, | think Ed is an excellent modeler and | would not hesitate to ask him any-
thing about modeling. | would however caution anyone asking Ed’s advice regarding ‘Peace and Happi-
ness in the life of a married man.” :) Honestly though, how many of us have wandered into the land of
‘stupid’ when it comes to our hobbies and our wives?? Yeah - | thought so!!
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Christmas Meeting - 2008 A good time was had by all!!!
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Christmas Meeting - 2008 A good time was had by all!!!
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Christmas Meeting - 2008 A good time was had by all!!!
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The Need for Speed - By Jack Mugan

Have you ever been browsing through one of you reference books and suddenly see a photo of an air-
craft in markings you somehow missed before? That is what happened to me while reading my Squadron
in action book on the F-86 Sabre, (No0.126), and WHAM! There it was on page 32 and sporting a paint
scheme | somehow missed seeing before. The photo was in black and white and | wasn’t sure what the
color was on the front third of the fuselage. It looked like white to me, but | was wrong.

So | did what | always do when | don’t know something, | ask somebody. In this case | asked several
model buddies and | was told that the color was Day-glo Orange, and that sealed the deal, | had to build
this one. | started checking to see if there were any decals in 48" scale of this scheme, and discovered
there were indeed, produced by Euro Decals, and available through <Fantasyprintshop-decals.com>.
Their sheet called “Very Colorful Sabres” was soon winging its way to my mailbox.

What makes this jet so special and why the unusual paint scheme?
Back in 1951 the Air Force wanted to set a new World Closed-Circuit
Speed Record (100 Kilometers), so they took four newly minted F-86Es
direct from the factory and painted them in this special color scheme,
then numbered them one through four, and called upon COL Fred Ascani
to do the flying honors during the Air Show in Detroit Michigan. Upon set- |~
ting the new record of 635 mph, the four jets went straight from the speed —
test to combat with the 51° Fighter Interceptor Group in Korea. ——

My first indication that this wasn’t going to be a slam-dunk project was
discovering that the Sabre was an “E” model, and you guessed it, nobody
makes a 48" scale kit of this subject. | immediately contacted my Sabre
“‘EXPERT” John Eian from the Twin Cities Aero Historians, my old club up
north. John spent hours explaining the differences in the various Sabre
marks, and told me the steps required to make an “E” out of an “F”, which i : -
made me stop and think how badly did | want to do this project. | SRR 2\\\‘\\1 a

The first thing | found was | was going to have to sacrifice a kit of the Sabre Dog made by Revell/
Monogram for the wings. Fortunately this kit is reasonably priced, and John pointed out that | could use
the “F” wings on the “D” as well, so that’s was some comfort. As it turned out | already owned a kit of the
“‘D” as well as the Hasegawa F-86F-30 Sabre J.A.S.D.F. (No. 09500), so | was off to the races.

The “F” kit has a nice cockpit so the fuselage went together
quickly and | was to the wing swap pretty fast. | spent a couple of
days dry fitting the new wings and finally took the plunge. As it
turned out, the fit was not as difficult as | thought it was going to
be, just requiring that the wheel wells were aligned, a bit of putty
and a little knife work on the leading edge where it meets the fu-
| selage, and | now had an “E” model in hand.

The rest of the building process was simply out of the box, and
now the painting was up next. | like to use ALCLAD paints when
doing natural metal finishes, because they have a nice selection
of shades of silver to choose from, and they dry very quickly as
well. | also like to use TAMYIA tape for masking of the different panels and the clear canopy/windscreen
parts, as it creates a good seal at the edge with hardly any bleed. | also often leave the tape down for long
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periods of time during some projects, and unlike some other tapes, it comes off clean leaving no residue.

| like to start with a coat of Alclad primer to check for seams and other problems, followed with a gentle
scrubbing with a 3M plastic pad that will smooth things overall, and then | start with White Aluminum as a
base coat. Now the fun starts. | try not to have too many panels with too many shades of metal. Looking
at color photos helps identify the obvious different colored panels. | like to pick a few other panels using a
subtle shade difference just to break up large areas of silver. | also used a Light Sea Grey on the main
panels running the length of the wings, and the tail cap panel. When the panel work is complete, | like to
give the whole model a thinned out coat of the White Aluminum to pull things together. This means leav-
ing the tape on the grey panels of course. A coat of clear is applied next in preparation for the decals.

Anyone who has used Day-Glo Orange knows this is a tricky color to deal with. | started with a under-
coat of flat white, foIIowed by a coat of gloss white and then applied the Day-Glo. Great care is needed
when removing your masking. | used a new X-Acto
blade and cut along the tape edge to insure that the
.1 paint did not pull with the tape. This gave me a nice

clean sharp paint edge.

. A new problem arises when the research says the
—+ aircraft that set the actual record was the number two
-aircraft, and of course the decals have just the number
four included on the sheet. This resulted in a bit of art-
work on my part to produce a new number two, and
some fancy cutting on the tail codes to match the cor-
rect aircraft.

Also missing was the nose copy saying U.S. AIR

: FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER EDWARDS A.F.B.
As luck would have it, my computer has the stencil font on board, so | was able to scan the copy and re-
duce it to size on the printer, and then | was
off to the local print shop to make new decals.
The computer sure has been a great new tool
for our hobby in so many ways.

The decals that come in the Hasegawa kit
are very nice and the data stencils were
used. At this time | sealed everything with a
coat of ModelMaster Acryl flat, which actually
dries with a nice egg shell finish. All that re-
mained was attaching of the landing gear and
doors, the leading edge slats, main flaps,
wing marker lights and pitot tube.
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Hello everyone, | had a great Christmas enjoyed my kids, grandkids and lots of food, friends, and
gift exchanges. This month | just wanted to post some really neat pictures of car models from my
personal albums for your viewing pleasure. Some of these models are built by a guy that used to
be in this club........ one built by his brother. Some built by builders | know outside our club. So, sit

back, breeze thru these and pick your favorite. Happy new year to all.

Mark Box - Sergeant at Arms
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What's on the workbench?
By Jack Mugan

Winter is here, and we are in the primetime for
modeling. It is a bit different for us in the tropics,
but as the lawns are dormant, it does give us a
little extra time at the model workbench. | recently
pulled an old project off the shelf that | has started =

. . — /P
close to a year ago, but hit a wall of some kind, or = ==
just lost interest, either way, it resulted to banish- |
ment to the garage storage shelves.

It always amazes me that after not looking at a
kit in progress for a few months, how different it
appears at a later date. Now it looks like a great head start on an interesting project and what-
ever stopped the build several months ago is easily
fixed or forgotten. So right in the middle of two current
projects, the Monogram F-106 that was started a few
months earlier, caught my eye when | was out in the
garage, and just like that, it made it to the workbench,
and to the head of the line no less. Go figure!

" The other two on the bench projects, which moved
to another burner, were the Great Water Project and
- ¥ the TA-4J, which was to be an exercise in a five- color
camouflage scheme. Try as | may, for some reason | just can’t seem to work on one project at a
time.

The upside of having more than one project
going on is that it is harder to get bored with the
project, because you can always just change
projects. Eventually they all get done at some
point.
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